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“The exchange of populations will have to be considered seriously as far as possible,
especially after this Bihar tragedy.”
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Jinnah Papers (Quaid-i-Azam Papers Project). Volume 14: League-Congress Deadlock
(1 August 1946 — 19 February 1947)
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“It is obvious that if the Hindu minorities in Pakistan wish to emigrate and go to their
homelands of Hindustan, they will be at liberty to do so and, vice versa, those Muslims who



wish to emigrate from Hindustan can do so and go to Pakistan; and sooner or later an
exchange of population will have to take place, and the Constituent Assemblies of Pakistan
and Hindustan can take up the matter and subsequently the respective Governments in
Pakistan and Hindustan can effectively carry out the exchange of population wherever it may
be necessary and feasible.”
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Jinnah Papers: Series 1, Volume 1: Prelude to Pakistan (20 February — 2 June 1947). ,5‘
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Mehrunnisa Ali (.: )« Jinnah on World Affairs: Select Documents, 1908-1948 (Pakistan Study
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(Sindh Land Alienation Bill, 1947)
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M. A. }innah to Winston Churchill
Chur 2/43: f 98!

10 AURANGZEB ROAD, NEW DELHI, INDIA,
2 May 1947

Dear Mr. Churchill,
I thought I should send you the accompanying statement that was
issued by me recently, as perhaps your attention may not be drawn to

the full text.
I hope you will give very careful consideration to it, as I understand

His Majesty’s Government are about to take their decision regard-

ing the grave issues that are facing us.
Yours sincerely,
M. A. JINNAH

Rt. Hon’ble Winston S. Churchill,

Leader of the Opposition,
Houses of Parliament,
London

'Churchill Collection, Churchill College, Cambridge.

Enclosure to No. 379

Chur 2{43: ff 99-100
Statement by Jinnah on Partition of India

[30 April 1947]
I find from Press reports that the Congress has now started
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Hindustan can do so and go to Pakistan; and sooner or later an ex-
change of population will have to take place, and the Constituent
Assemblies of Pakistan and Hindustan can take up the matter and
subsequently the respective Governments in Pakistan and Hindustan
can effectively carry out the exchange of population wherever it may
be necessary and feasible.

The Congress propaganda is intended to disrupt and put obstacles,
obstructions and difficulties in the way of an amicable solution. It is
quite obvious that they have put up the Hindu Mahasabha in Bengal
and the Sikhs in the Punjab and the Congress Press is inciting the
Sikhs and misleading them.

The Sikhs do not stand to gain by the partition of the Punjab, but
will be split into two halves. More than half of their population will
have to remain in Pakistan even if a partition of the Punjab takes place
according to their conception, whereas in Pakistan, as proposed by the
Muslim League, they will play, as one solid minority, a very big part.

SMOOTH TRANSFER

We have always been very willing to meet them in every reasonable
way. Besides, the White Paper of February 20’ lays down that power will
be transferred to the authority or authorities in a manner that will be
smooth and will create the least amount of difficulty and trouble.

If power is to be transferred to various Governments, it can only be
done successfully to the Pakistan Group and the Hindustan Group,
which will establish stable, secure Governments and will be able to
run these Governments peacefully and successfully.

The transfer of power to the Pakistan and Hindustan Governments
must mean a division of the Defences as a sine qua non of such a
transfer, and the Defence Forces should be completely divided and, in
my opinion, can be divided before June 1948. The States of Pakistan
and Hindustan should be made absolutely free, independent and sov-
ereign. This is a clear-cut road and the only practical solution of India’s
constitutional problem.*

'See Annex to No. 124, Resolution No. 3.

"The Hindu Mahasabha passed a resolution at Calcutta on 16 March calling on the British
Government as well as the Interim Government and the Constituent Assembly to partition
Bengal immediately and to set up a separate province for Bengali Hindus before any
transfer of power. Civil & Military Gazette, 18 March 1947. Shyama Prasad Mookerjee had
insisted on the division of Bengal into Hindu and Muslim provinces irrespective of the
partition of India. See IOR, Mountbatten Papers, MSS Eur F. 200/22, Bengal, Partition, Notes by
Mookerjee.

*No. 1.
‘This statement has also been reproduced in TP, X, Annex I to No. 276, pp. 543-545.
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emphasising that, in the event of Pakistan and Hindustan being
established, the Punjab will be partitioned,’ while the Hindu Mahasabha
has started a vigorous propaganda that Bengal should be partitioned.?

[ would point out that there is a great deal of confusion created on
purpose. The question of the division of India, as proposed by the
Muslim League, is based on the fundamental fact that there are two
nations, Hindus and Muslims, and the underlying principle is that we
want a national home and a national State in our homelands, which
are predominantly Muslim and comprise the single units of the Punjab,
the Frontier Province, Sind, Baluchistan, Bengal and Assam.

This will give the Hindus their national home and their national
State of Hindustan, which means three-fourths of British India.

Now the question of partitioning Bengal and the Punjab is raised,
not with a bona fide object, but as a sinister move actuated by spite
and bitterness, as they feel that India is going to be divided —firstly to
create more difficulties for the British Government and the Viceroy,
and secondly to unnerve the Muslims by repeatedly emphasising that the
Muslims will get a truncated or mutilated and moth-eaten Pakistan.

This clamour is not based on any sound principle, except that the
Hindu minorities in the Punjab and Bengal wish to cut up these
Provinces and cut up their own people into two in these Provinces. The
Hindus have their homelands, as I said, consisting of six vast Provinces.

Merely because a portion of the minorities in the Pakistan
Provinces has taken up this attitude, the British Government
should not countenance it, because the result will be logically
that all other Provinces will have to be cut up in a similar way, which
will be dangerous. To embark on this line will lead to the breaking up
of the various Provinces, and create a far more dangerous situation in
the future than at present. If such a process were to be adopted, it
would strike at the root of the administrative, economic and political
life of the Provinces, which have for nearly a century been developed
and built up on that basis and have grown and are functioning under
the present Constitution as autonomous Provinces.

NO COMPARISON

It is a mistake to compare the basic principle of the demand for
Pakistan and the demand for the cutting up of the Provinces through-
out India into fragmentation. I hope neither the Viceroy nor His Majesty’s
Government will fall into this trap and commit a grave error.

It is obvious that if the Hindu minorities in Pakistan wish to emi-
grate and go to their homelands of Hindustan, they will be at liberty to
do so and, vice versa, those Muslims who wish to emigrate from
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MOVE TO PARTITION PUNJIB .ND BENGAL

Text of Mr. Jinnah's Statoumont

I, and B. Dopartnent,
New Delhi, 4th May 1947.

Following is the toxt of Mr. Jinnah's statoment opposing
partition of the Punjab and Bgngal:-

"I find from press reports that Oongress has now startcd by 4
emphasising that in the event of Pakistan and Hindustan being
-gstablished, the Punjab will be partn.tlonod, and the Hindu Mahasabha
has ste.rted. vigorous propaganda that Bengal shou.ld be partitioncd.

"I would likc to point out that there is a groat -deal of

- oonfusion croated on purpose, The question of a division of India,
as proposod by thc lMuslim League, is based on the fundamemtal fact
that there are two nations - Hindus and Muslims - and the underlying
principle is that we want a national home and a national state in
our homelands which arc predominantly Muslim and comprise the six
units of the Punjab, the N.W.F.2., Sind, Baluchistan, Bengal and
Assam, This will give the Hindus their national home and a national
state of Hindustan, which means threo-fourths of British India.

"Now the question of partitioning Bengal and the Punjab is raised,
not with a 'bona fide' obJject, but as a sinistor move actuated by
spite and bitterness, gg they feel that India is going to be divided,
firstly to create morc difficulties in the way for the British
Government and the Viceroy and secondly to unnerve the Muslims by
opening and repeatedly emphasising that the lMuslims will get a ’
truncated or mutilated moth-caten Pakistan, This clamour is not
based on any sound principle, oxcept that the Hindu minorities in
the Punjab and Bengal wish to cut up these Provinces and cut up
their own pco.le into two in these Provinocs. The Hindus have
thoir homelands, as I said, consisting of six vast Provinces,
Morely because a portion of the minorities in the Pakistan
Provinoes have taken up this attitude the British Government
should not countenance it, because the result of that will be
logically that all othcer Yrovinces will have to be cut up in a
similar way, which will bc dangcrous, as to cmbark on this line
will lcad to a breaking up of various Provinces and create a far
more dangcrous situation in the future than at present. If such
a process worc to be adopted it will strikc at the root of the
administrative, cconomic and political life of the Provinces which
have for ncarly a contury developed and built up on that basis
and have grown and are functioning under the present constitution
as autonomous Irovinces.
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