
MOVETOPARTITIONPUNJABANDBENGAL

Textofus.Jinnah'sStatomont
I.andB.Department,
NewDelhi,4thMay1947.

Followingisthetoxtofir.Jinnah'sstatementopposing
partitionofthePunjabandBongal:-

"IfindfrompressreportsthatOongresshasnowstartedby
emphasisingthatintheeventofPakistanandHindustanbeing
established,thePunjabwillbepartitioned,andtheHinduMahasabha
hasstartedvigorouspropagandathatBengalshouldbepartitioned.

"Iwouldliketopointoutthatthereisagreatdealof
cont'usioncreatedonpurpose. nequestionofadivisionofIndia
isproposedbytheMuslimLeague,isbasedonthefundamentalfac
thattherearetwonations-HindusandMuslims-andtheunderlying
principleisthatwewantanationalhomeandanationalstatein
ourhomelandswhicharepredominantlyMuslimandcomprisethesix
unitsofthePunjab,theN.I.F.2.,Sind,Baluchistan,Bengaland
Assam. ThiswillgivetheHindustheirnationalhomeandanational
stateofHindustan,whichmeansthreo-fourthsofBritishIndia.

"NowthequestionofpartitioningBengalandthePunjabisraised,
notwithabonafideobject,butasasinistormoveactuatedby
spiteandbitterness,a6
firstlytocreatemoredifficultiesinthewayfortheBritish
GovernmentandtheViceroyandsecondlytounnervetheMuslimsby
openingandrepeatedlyemphasisingthattheMuslimswillgota
truncatedormutilatedmoth-eatenPakistan.
basedonanysoundprinciple,exceptthattheHinduminoritiesin
thePunjabandBengalwishtocutuptheseProvincesandcutup
theirownpeoleintotwointheseProvinces.
thuirhomelands,asIsaid,consisting
MerelybecauseaportionoftheminoritiesinthePakistan
ProvinceshavetakenupthisattitudetheBritishGovernment
shouldnotcountenanceit,becausetheresultofthatwillbe
logicallythatallotherprovinceswillhavetobecutupina
similarway,whichwillbedangerous,astoembarkonthislino
willleadtoabreakingupofvariousProvincesandcreateafar
moredangeroussituationinthefuturethanatpresent. Ifsuch
aprocessweretobeadopteditwillstrikoattherootoftho
administrative,economicandpoliticallifeoftheProvinceswhich
havefornearlyaconturydevelopedandbuiltuponthatbasis
andhavegrownandarefunctioningunderthepresentconstitution
asautonomousProvinces.

"Itisamistaketocomparethebasicprincipleofthedemand
ofPakistanandthedemandofcuttingupProvincesthroughoutIndia
intofragmentation. IdohopethatneithertheViceroynorHis
Majesty'sGoverrmentwillfallintothistrapandcomnitagrave

"ItisobviousthatiftheHinduminoritiesinPakistanwish
toemigrateandgototheirhomelandsofHindustantheywillbe
atlibertytodosoand'viceversa'andthoseMuslimswhowish
tomigratefromHindustancandosoandgotoPakistan;
soonerorlateranexchangeofpopulationwillhavetotakepiace
andConstituentAssembliesofPakistanandHindustancantakeup
thematterandsubsequentlytherespectiveGovorrmentsinPakistan
andHindustancaneffectivelycarryoutanexchangeofpopulation
wherevoritmaybenecessaryandfeasible.

"CompletoDivisionofIndia"
Dr.RejendraPrasad,ProsidentoftheConstituontAssembly,in

apressintorviowonApril:30th,declaredthatifthorewastoboa
divisionofIndia,andNr.Jinnahinsistedonit,itshouldboas
comletuandthoroughaspossible,includingdivisionofthoPunjab
andBengal,sothattheremightnotbeleftanyroomforcontention
orconflict. "Ifthatrequiresdivisionofthedefenceforces,
thatshouldalsobebroughtabout,andthesoonerthebetter."
NeitherCongressnortheHindusorSikhs,saidDr.RajendraPrasad,
everwantedthedivisionofIndia. ItwastheMuslimLeaguoand
Mr.Jinnahwhohadbeeninsistingonit.

RocallingtheMuslimLenguo'sLahoreresolutiononthedivision
ofIndia,whichdemandedthedemarcationofcontiguousunitswith
thenecessaryterritorialadjustmentsandthecreationofindependent
statesoutofzoneswhereMuslimswerenumericallyinthemajority,
Dr.RajendraPrasadsaysdivisionofthePunjabandBengalwasin
termsofthatresolution. Accordingtothatresolution,the
LeaguecannotdemandanyareastobeincludedintheMuslimzones
whicharenotcontiguousandinwhichMuslimsarenotnumerically
inamajority. "IfareasofthefunjabandBengalwhereMuslims
arenotinamajoritydemandfulfilmentoftheLoaguo'sresolution,
howdoesitliointhemouthoflix.Jinnahtoaccusethemandabuse
them. Hecannothaveitbothweys." Ifdivisionwasinsistedon,
itcouldonlybeonbasiswhichsuitedbothpartiesandnothim
alone.

ReferringtoMr.Jinnah'sremarkthatpartitionofthePunjab
andBengalwoulddisruptthelifeoftheProvinces,Dr. Rajendra
Prasadsaid: "Heforgetsheisresponsiblefordisruptingthese
andmanymorevaluabletieswhichhaveboenforgedinthecourse
ofconturies,byseekingtodivideIndia."










